DIARY OF A
BATHROOM
MAKEQVER

House Beautiful Editor Julia
Goodwin reveals the highs and
lows of a room transformed

s long pasts sl by date
and only just functioning - the
loo

hen my husband Simon, our three children

and | moved in to our 1920s house in East

Sussex six years ago, we loved the spacious

rooms and the location. It was four minutes

to the nearest train station (good for me),
backed onto woodland (good for my then pre-teen son and
his friends), and close to shops, cinema and restaurants
(convenient for children home from university for the
holidays). The decor, however, was another story.

Slowly we've worked our way round, replacing patterned
carpets, woodchip wallpaper and melamine fitted bedroom
furniture. But one of the last rooms to be tackled was the
bathroom. In glorious gilt, white and green with gold-tiled
walls, a raised corner bath, carpeted floor and bidet no less, it
was in urgent need of an overhaul. Here’s how it happened...
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One Saturday in June 2008

Afour-hour visit from bathroom
designer Cyril Cottrell means Simon
and | finally commit to a plan we
both agree on. Offering a
comprehensive service, Dolphin
Bathrooms will plan, source and fit
the makeover — this s a big bonus
for us with little free time for project
management on this scale

| want a double sink unit, Simon
wants a walk-in shower, and we
both fall in love with a roll-top bath
inthe brochure. These form the basis

for the design. We're agreed on the
dark wenge wood fittings and feel
that chocolate brown and oatmeal
tiles would work well. We'll need
to add a third colour — maybe teal
or citrus green — but can decide
when choosing the paint and towels.
Cyril listens patiently and draws
up our ideas on his computer. We
run through the details carefully.
What sort of loo? Should the pipes
be hidden or exposed? (If hidden
we can't put a bleach block in the
cistern.) Should the fan come on
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says Julia

with the light? | like to lie in the
bath without the whirring sound of
the fan overhead, so | decide on a
separate connection.

For tiles, we opt for oatmeal on
the floor and walls, with a mocha
feature wall behind the bath.
Friday 11 July
Planner Dale Martin and supervisor
Paul Garratt visit to double-check
all measurements and sort out the
technicalities of what we're hoping
to achieve. This is a long session,
involving them crawling around in

‘Our beautiful roll-top bath and
the twin sinks were at the heart
of our new bathroom design,
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the roof, exploring the airing
cupboard, checking the hot-water
pump and all the other infrastructure
of a bathroom that's usually
hidden away. Dale stays until 9pm,
to finish the technical drawings.
He’s off on holiday at dawn the
next day and still hasn‘t packed.
Monday 11 August
Six weeks after the first visit and it's
all systems go. On the first morning,
Paul and installer Steve Moore,
who's been in the job for 22 years,
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